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Li brary Overdue Fines: They
Why do Libraries still charge for late returns?

The Elizabeth Public Library was established over 100 years ago. At that time, a penny «
day overdue charge was pretty standard for public libraries. Books were expensive, and

2 the goal was to have books returned in a timely fashion for the next reader. Today, while
‘_‘E‘Tmo ra Branch mMost EPL fines remain low at 10¢ a day, a family of five checking out 12 books could ow

7(4900 8\/\)/-4 &szoea nd <atthe end of a week, and this could be painful for those on a tight budget. While the
Monday, wednesdmyoo oplL 1 braryods goal is always to have books
d h d: z o
T i ey o om P become an obstacle and it seems smarter to keep the book rather than return it and pay
Saturday:-59 000 PMM - q
Sunday 124000 PRIM overdue fine. So fines can end up hurt

fine, as well as the Library because books are not returned for other readers.

This CatecR2 is one reason why the EPL
Board of Trustees r1 ec

Down Your FinesoO pr ocg
teens.

Rather than be denied access to reading
material, for school or entertainment, because

-1 .
Monday, Wednesdsayoo 9 Monda 2:00-8:00 of accumulated overdue flnes, thqse .19 and
R / P younger can now read print material in the
Saturdayi-S9000 PAM o Tuesday  10:00a-4:00p Library, and oearn¢

Wednesday  2:00-8:00p forgiveness for every 15 minutes of readin

Thursday  10:004-4:00p So a $4 fine canhobre

' ' of reading! This program does not apply t

Friday 12:00-6:00p lost or damaged books, or to items check

Saturday  10:00q-4:00p out wunder s omeone e

love books and love reading, use that love
READ DOWN YOUR FINES!

-9 @3B — For more information, speak to a s
NPIANRT | Elizabeth Public Library ;,;;.. member in our Child
150:: 0000 PAWM I1'S. Broad St., Elizabeth -~ =D t t

Saturday:-59 000 PMM (908) 354-6060 s epartments.

www.elizpl.org LIBRARY
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WELCOME TO OUR NEW
PUBLIC BATHROMS
Thanks to funding from the City

of Elizabeth through a
Community Development Bl

Grant and the support of
Mayor Bollwage, we are abl

to unveil our new firdloor
public bathrooms to the publ

on May 1st. Now ADA
compliant, the bathrooms ai
safe, clean and attractive.




