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STAGE TWO
INFORMATION
Library Materials
Due dates on all materials have been extended
to September 30th. We
will not be charging fines
until that date. The book
drop at Main is currently
open - library materials
may be returned there.
The book drop at Elmora
is also open. There are no
book drops at LaCorte or
Eport, All materials can
be returned to either Main
or Elmora.

Main Library
11 South Broad St.
(908) 354-6060

Monday - Thursday: 9:00 AM - 9:00 PM
Friday: 10:00 AM - 7:00 PM
Saturday: 9:00 AM- 5:00 PM
www.elizpl.org
@eplnj

Please contact us whenever you have any questions about the library and
its resources or services.

Elmora Branch
740 W. Grand St.
(908) 353-4820

Mon, Wed, Thu: 9:00 AM - 9:00 PM
Tuesday, Saturday: 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM
Friday: 10:00 AM - 5:00 PM
Sunday: 12:00 PM - 4:00 PM

Reopening and Curbside Pickup
The Main Library will reopen to the public on Monday, July 13.
The Elmora Branch Library will reopen to the public on Monday, July 20.
All other branches will remain closed.
The Library will be open from Monday - Friday, from 10:00 am to 6:00pm.
Entry will only be allowed in 8 shifts:

LaCorte Branch
418-424 Palmer St.
(908) 469-1866

Monday, Wednesday: 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM
Tuesday, Thursday: 12:00 PM - 8:00 PM
Friday: 10:00 AM - 5:00 PM
Saturday: 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM

E-Port Branch
102-110 3rd St.
(3rd St. & E. Jersey Ave.)
(908) 289-9032

Monday - Friday: 10:00 AM - 6:00 PM
Saturday: 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM

10:00am

2:00pm

11:00am

3:00pm

12:00pm

4:00pm

1:00pm

5:00pm

Patrons may be in the library
for only 45 minutes at a time.
From 10:00am to 12:00pm, on
Mondays and Thursdays, the
Library will be processing EMID
applicants only. No other
patrons will be allowed to
enter. All EMID
applications are by appointment
only. Please call 908-7972393 to make an appointment.

Holds & Reserves & Browsing
Elizabeth Public Library began accepting holds for EPL materials only on June 29th. In requesting
an item, you should have an accurate title; if you do not, see Reader’s Advisory, below. At this time
many of our stacks are closed to browsing; however, when in the building, you can request titles
through our reference staff. The New Books sections will be open to browsing. Holds can be placed
on books and DVDs through our online catalog. Holds cannot be placed on magazines or
newspapers.
If you request a Hold item, and you wish to avoid entering the building, the library will contact you to
arrange a curbside pickup appointment time.
Reader’s Advisory
If you want to use our curbside pickup service, but not have a specific book in mind, you can submit
a Book Request Form or call (908) 242-6130 between 12:00pm and 6:00pm, Monday through
Friday. We also have a limited number of “Book Bundles” on select topics available upon request.
Library Cards
An EPL Library card is required to access our online resources, including ebooks and audiobooks.
If your library card has expired, you can email us (at eplreference@gmail.com) and we will extend
your privileges. If you have forgotten your PIN, you can email us and we will provide you with your
PIN. If you do not have a card, you can email us and we will provide you with account information.
Any cards that would have expired during the COVID-19 closure will not expire until September
30th, 2020.
New EPL cards created via email during the COVID-19 closure are for virtual resources only,
including our online databases and music, audiobooks and ebooks accessible from Hoopla or
eLibraryNJ. To borrow physical materials, you will need to upgrade your card with proof of
Elizabeth residency (or work in Elizabeth/school in Elizabeth) and a photo ID.
Email us at eplreference@elizpl.org for help with Library card issues.
Local History Room
The Elizabeth Public Library Local History Room and the microfilm collection are currently closed to
the public. Access to these collections is by remote research only. Some resources, including
digitized editions of the Elizabeth Daily Journal are available remotely. Please visit our Local
History Room page for more information or e-mail eplreference@elizpl.org for assistance.
EMID/City ID
On June 23rd, Elizabeth City Council extended the expiration date of any Elizabeth Municipal ID
that expired during the Elizabeth Public Library's COVID-19 closure to December 31, 2020. For
additional information, please contact the City of Elizabeth Office of Public Health at 908-820-4731
or via email at wanda.cohen@elizabethnj.org.
Beginning Thursday July 16th We will resume processing EMID cards at the Elizabeth Public Library from 10:00 am to noon, on Mondays and Thursdays. No other patrons will be allowed to enter
the library during this time. A face covering must be worn and social distancing rules apply. All
EMID applications are by appointment only. Please call 908-797-2393 to make an appointment.
Tax Preparation Help
AARP Tax-Aide is providing virtual tax help as well as information on how to file one's taxes online.
For Tax Prep Assistance request: https://www.aarp.org/forms/tax-prep-assistance-request.html
To prepare your taxes online: https://signup.aarpfoundation.org/preparing-your-taxes-online-v2/

ESL and HSE Classes
Literacy NJ is currently running classes online and will continue to do so, when the new classes
start in September.
Registration for ESL classes starting the week of Sept 7th has begun. Email lrossen@literacynj.org
to register.
Registration for TASC classes starting the week of Sept 7th has begun. Email
agany@literacynj.org.
For additional information about Literacy NJ’s services, please contact bbagger@literacynj.org, or
call 908-486-1777. (Please leave a message; you will get a call back.)
TASC Testing
TASC testing is suspended until further notice. While we would love to welcome test-takers back
into our computer lab, COVID-19 guidelines necessitate the closing of our classroom spaces. If you
need your test scores, access to your transcript, or have any questions regarding the TASC Test,
please email ablumenfeld@elizpl.org.
Accessing Your Library Account
You can see details on your account (checkouts, hold, etc.) by logging in at https://lmac.ent.sirsi.net/
client/en_US/elizabeth/, and clicking on the My Account button at the top of the page. You can also
access your account through our app LMxPressPlus, which is available from both Google Play and
the App Store. More information on our app is available at
https://www.lmxac.org/info/lmxpress-plus/.
Trouble Accessing Online Resources
You must have a valid EPL card and PIN to access many of our online resources.
[See “Library Cards”]
We have received reports of possible system overloads. For example, some patrons have reported
having had authentication issues with Hoopla, even though the patron credentials were good. Our
library consortium suspects that Hoopla’s authentication servers may be having some type of
capacity issue. If this is happening to you, please wait a bit and then try again. If the problem
persists, please contact us again and we will investigate further.
Meeting Rooms
At this time, use of the meeting rooms is suspended. Following advisory information from the CDC
and other organizations, EPL does not anticipate accepting reservations on our meeting rooms until
January 2021.
All reservations for dates during the coronavirus quarantine are canceled; if a deposit for a meeting
room was made, it will be refunded following the August 5th Board meeting.
Employment Opportunities
While Elizabeth Public Library is not currently hiring, or reviewing job applications, you are invited to
visit our Job Application page (http://www.elizpl.org/job%20application/EA.pdf) to complete an
application.
Citizenship Classes
In-person classes are currently suspended, though JFS continues to offer online instruction.

Virtual Services during COVID-19

https://tinyurl.com/y69xtrkl

FOR ALL AGES
Made possible by funds from the Union County Office
of Cultural & Heritage Affairs, a partner of the New
Jersey State Council on the Arts.

While we were closed...
While the Library has been closed to the public for
almost four months, Library staff has not been idle,
and we have moved forward with a number of
building projects, including lighting. Does the Library
feel brighter? Thanks to an NJ Pay for Performance
Energy Service Plan, managed by Willdan Energy
Services, all exterior and interior lighting has been
upgraded to high-efficiency units that do not require
ballasts. Soon to follow are upgrades to our HVAC
system, including a new water chiller and water
tower.
Outside, you’ll soon see improved pedestrian access
to the parking lot entrance on Broad Street, as well
as expanded ADA parking in the lot. New curbing
and sidewalks will be installed in select areas, and
new fencing installed on Rahway Avenue. Both
parking lot entrances will be fitted with new gates.
Expect some minor inconveniences when these
improvements are made! This projected is partly
funded by City of Elizabeth CDBG money.

Her smile will be familiar. Her kindness and thoughtfulness always
apparent. Hired in December
2008, and promoted to fulltime in 2013, Cathy Abbate
has been a cheerful,
welcoming presence in the
Circulation Department,
where she helped supervise
a staff of 20. Now, with
the birth of their first
grandchild imminent, Cathy
and Ralph Abbate have
relocated to South Carolina,
to be near their daughter A
bold and brave move for lifelong
Elizabethans!
Cathy’s last day with the Library was June 30, and she and her
husband are now well established in their new bucolic southern home.
Please join us in wishing the very best for all the Abbates,
including the new baby!

We miss you, Cathy!

Monday 7/27
Craft time @ 11AM - posted on our Facebook, and
YouTube Channel.

Wednesday 7/29
STEM Projects: Make Supersized Bubbles! - On Zoom at
11AM. Email imagineyourstory2020@gmail.com to get
code to join. This program is offered in partnership with
Rutgers Cooperative Extension of Union County 4H Development Program.
Storytime: For kids 5 and up - On Zoom @ 2PM. Please
email imagineyourstory2020@gmail.com to register and
get code to join.

Tuesday 7/28
Fun on your own: Read the story of The Three Billy
Goats Gruff. Help the Three Billy Goats find another way to
cross the river by building a boat using tin foil. Place 10 –
20 pennies in your boat to see if it will float in water!
Manualidades (Crafts in Spanish) @ 2PM over Zoom.
Please email imagineyourstory2020@elizpl.org to register
and get code to join.

Thursday 7/30
Storytime: For kids 0 to 5 - @ 11AM on the library’s Facebook Page and YouTube Channel

Cuentos en Español (Spanish Storytime) - @ 3PM on the
library’s Facebook Page and YouTube Channel

Friday 7/31
Being Bilingual Rocks!/Ser Bilingue Rocks! - Live @
3PM on the library’s Facebook Page Alina Celeste and Mi
Amigo Hamlet are educators and musicians who bring a
show incorporating original folk tunes in Spanish and English with music spanning genres such as Flamenco, Rumba,
and other Caribbean and Latin American beats!

Tuesday 8/4
Fun On Your Own: Make a gnome or a giant using
playdough, cardboard, or any materials you have handy.
Take your gnome or giant to different places including a
garden!
Family Bingo @ 2pm over Zoom. Please email
imagineyourstory2020@gmail.com to register and get code
to join.

Thursday 8/6
Storytime: For Kids 0 to 5- @11am on the library’s Facebook page and YouTube Channel.

Monday 8/3
Craft time @ 11– On the library’s Facebook Page and
YouTube Channel.

Wednesday 8/5
Storytime: For Kids 5 and up– On Zoom @2pm Please
email imagineyourstory2020@gmail.com to register and
get code to join.
Cuentos en Espanol (Spanish Storytime)- @ 3pm on
the library’s Facebook Page and YouTube Channel.

Friday 8/7
Shadow Puppetry with Matt Sandbank– Live @ 3pm on
the Library’s Facebook Page
Matt Sandbank will take you and your family to wild, whimsical worlds with the power of storytelling and the magic of
shadow puppetry.

Read, Participate, Win!
Register anytime from 6/22– 8/2 on READsquared.
Download the free READsquared App, then search for Elizabeth Public Library
Or visit http://elizpl.readsquared.com/
Be sure to write down your Username & Password so you don’t forget.
Log the minutes you read on READsquared beginning 6/29 until August 9th. Every week we will be giving away
a total of 4 gift cards! Drawings will take place on Mondays for those that logged books the week before. See each
week’s schedule for details!
1 minute of reading = 1 point when you reach 600 points, you will be automatically entered for our Grand Prize
drawing of a $100 gift card to Fat Brain Toys. Read twice as much (1200 points) by the end of the program and you will
have double the chance to win! There will be one Grand Prize gift card for each age group! Raffle will take place on
8/10 and winners will be notified via email.
Participate in our programs– Use the weekly #hashtag in each week’s colorful box, and post pictures of your children
attending any of our weekly activities on Facebook or Instagram (be sure to use the appropriate hashtag so we can find
you!). Not a fan of social media? Email us your pics to imagineyourstory2020@gmail.com to be entered into a weekly
drawing! Drawings will take place every Monday for activities that took place on the previous week! Be sure to follow
the Elizabeth Public Library’s Facebook page or visit our website at www.elizpl.org for updates on how to win even
more Prizes! That’s right, a virtual Summer Reading only means more fun!
Names of weekly winners will be excluded from future raffles; however, all participants that read at least 600
minutes will be automatically entered for our Grand Prize Raffle of a $100 Gift Card to Fat Brain Toys! Read
twice as much (1200 minutes) for double the chance to win!

Monday Night Movies
Mondays 7pm | July 6-Aug 3
Streaming live on Kast, with a chat window for commentary!
All participants will be entered in weekly raffles to win $20 gift cards to
local restaurants!
Ages 13-19. Email trobinson@elizpl.org or, DM us on Instagram @eplnj
for Kast Party link.

LGBTQ+ Youth Reading Club
Tuesdays 3pm July 7-Aug 4
Ages 12-19: Allies Welcome!
Email trobinson@elizpl.org to register
We will distribute short works (stories, poems, comics, etc.) to read & discuss at each meeting (no need to read ahead).
Plus, Weekly Raffles for $10 gift cards to local, black –owned book stores!

Teen Talent Show
Wednesday 4pm July 8
Ages 12-19

DIY Cosplay Crafts
Thursdays 4pm on Instagram

Email trobinson@elizpl.org, or DM us on Instagram: @eplnj to register &
receive the Zoom meeting login info.

Get ideas for making your own cosplays & then submt a photo to our
“Virtual Cosplay Contest!”

All participants will be entered in a raffle to win a Bluetooth karaoke mic
($40 value)!

Email trobinson@elizpl.org or DM us on Instagram for rules and info.

Word Find Fridays
Fridays 3pm July 10-Aug 7
Each Friday on Instagram, we will post a word search for you to complete.
Win 2 free medium Italian Ice from Dicosmo’s!
Send us your completed puzzles: Email trobinson@elizpl.org or DM @
eplnj. All puzzles must be received by the Wed following each new puzzle’s post. Winners will be announced each week (5 winners!), on the
Fridays following each puzzles post. * Last Winner will be announced on
Aug 14th.

Jumanji Escape Room
Wednesday 4pm July 22
Unravel puzzles, clues & codes to help us escape Jumanji! Ages 12-19.
Email trobinson@elizpl.org or DM @ eplnj to register & receive the Zoom
meeting room login information. All participants will be entered in a raffle
to a $25 escape room kit of their very own!

Virtual Treasure Hunt
Wednesday 4pm July 15
Become a secret agent for the Teens Department & find hidden items by
virtually walking the grounds of the library.
Find all objects & their locations for your chance to win a pound of chocolate gold coins sent to your house!
Send your mission report (answers) to @elizpl.org or DM @ eplnj
Raffle winner announced: Friday, July 17
Virtual Art Exhibit
Wednesday 4pm July 29
Share your art with us & we will create a virtual exhibit on our Instagram
stories, for all to enjoy!
Artists must be ages 12-19. Email trobinson@elizpl.org or DM @ eplnj .
Deadline to submit: Monday, July 27
All participants will be entered in a raffle to win a $30 gift card for art supplies!

Adult Programs

Do you want to learn English to get a job, help your
children in school or enter a training program?
Register for Online English (ESL) Classes
To register call: 908-486-1777
Or email: Lisa Rossen at lrossen@literacynj.org

To register call 908-486-1777 or email Anisa Gany
at agany@literacynj.org
Online orientation is August 12, 2020. Classes
begin online September 7, 2020.

to register, you must fill out an application online and
attend an orientation via Zoom

Classes run for 12 weeks. Morning or evening classes available.

Morning and evening classes available. Classes begin
online September 7, 2020

Sponsored by Literacy New Jersey

Eating Healthy for Cancer Prevention
Friday, July 24
Michelle Jansen, MS, MAT
Community Cancer Control
Specialist at Rutgers Cancer Institute of
NJ
Learn how to portion your plate with
cancer-fighting foods and the different
food groups can promote your health.
Learn which foods you should avoid for
optimal health.

LGBT Health and Cancer Prevention
Friday, August 7th
Domonique Noel, Community Cancer
Control Specialist at Rutgers Cancer
Institute of NJ
HPV-related cancers in the LGBTQ community including disparities in HPV vaccination, cancer screening rates and
cancer outcomes. It will also briefly focus
on LGBT terminology and information
about LGBT organizations in central NJ
will be provided.

STARS & SIGNS
Learn to understand your Astrological Chart in
this FREE Virtual Series!
Saturn and Its Transits
Thursday, July 23,
2pm

Neptune and Its Transits
Thursday, August 13,
2pm

Uranus and Its Transits
Thursday, August 6,
2pm

Pluto and Its Transits
Thursday, August 20,
2pm

Resource and Self Care for
Caregivers
Friday, August 21st
Iris Novas Cooney, RDH, MAOM
Member Advocacy and Community
Outreach Transformation Horizon Blue
Cross and Blue Shield
Useful Health Care Resources for you
and your loved ones during pandemic,
including Medicaid/MLTSS Related
Resource, Caregiver Self-Care, and
Health Management.

J. Christian Bollwage, Mayor, City of Elizabeth

MaryFaith Chmiel
Library Director
Andy Luck
Assistant Director
Frank Castro
Newsletter Editor

EPL Board of
Trustees 2020
Eloy Delgado, President
Pearl Serratelli, Vice President
Aaron Goldblatt, Treasurer &
Superintendent’s Alternate
Earnestine Smith, Secretary
Ted Freedman
Kenyetta Jackson
Lorraine Tidd
Mayoral Alternate,
OPEN

